Renewed Commitments for MC USA
A Living Document for the Journey Forward Process1
God invites us to experience and bear witness to the belovedness of all creation. We yearn to know and
share in the mystery of God’s unending love.
We confess that sin fragments our wholeness and strains our relationships with God, each other and the
world. Confronted with the misuses of power in our lives, communities and institutions, we seek to tell
the truth and repent.
The Holy Spirit beckons us toward the restoration of all things in Christ. God continually calls us beloved.
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On this journey together, we commit to:

Follow Jesus
As an Anabaptist community of the living Word, we listen for God’s call as we read Scripture together,
guided by the Spirit. Through baptism we commit ourselves to live faithfully as Jesus’ disciples, no
matter the cost.3
Witness to God’s peace
We are called to extend God’s holistic peace, proclaiming Christ’s redemption for the world with our
lives. Through Christ, God frees the world from sin and offers reconciliation. We bear witness to this gift
of peace by rejecting violence and resisting injustice in all forms, and in all places.4
Experience transformation
The Holy Spirit dwells in and among us, transforming us to reflect God’s love. Through worship the Spirit
gathers the body of Christ, where our diversity reveals God’s beauty. The Spirit empowers our
communities to embody the grace, joy and peace of the gospel.5

Journey Forward refers to a two-year process of church-wide discernment growing out of the Future Church Summit held in
Orlando in 2017. JF has two primary documents for church use: this living document and an interactive study guide. The
feedback gathered from congregations, conferences, constituency groups and church agencies will shape future improvements
to this document in preparation for delegate engagement in Kansas City in 2019.
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Genesis 1, Psalm 24:1, Luke 15:11-31, John 3:16-17, Ephesians 3:19, Romans 5:8
3
2 Kings 23:1-3, Isaiah 61:1-2, Mark 8:34, Luke 4:17-19, Ephesians 4:1-6, Hebrews 1:1-4
4
Isaiah 9:6, Micah 6:6-8, Matthew 5:38-48, 2 Corinthians 5:19, Ephesians 4:32
5
Psalm 133:1, John 14:16, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Ephesians 3:10, Revelation 7:9
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